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Dear fellow Alumni, dear Friends of the Harvard Club of Austria, 

 

Join us for a Special lecture with Viktor Mayer-Schönberger, LLM '89, hosted by the Harvard Club of 

Boston in Partnership with the Harvard Clubs of Austria & Denmark: 

 

Framers: Human Advantage in an Age of Technology and Turmoil 

 

Wednesday, July 21, 2021, 18:00 CET 

 

Please register here. 

 

Many think that humanity's power rests on our ability to make decisions - and are disappointed to learn 

that our decision-making is biased and worried machines may increasingly make decisions for us. But 

this misses the most important point: the power of human cognition lies in our ability to imagine 

actionable options beyond the obvious. It's the secret of great innovators in business, science and the 

arts. But this quality is not limited to them. In fact, we have long known that humans think in mental 

models - we are all "framers". But as we argue in our book "framers", this capacity is not just a fact of 

life, but a cognitive muscle we can train to see more valuable alternatives and successfully meet the 
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challenges we face - as individuals and as society. What's required is to dream in a carefully 

constrained manner. Fortunately, as recent research has shown we are quite good at it - because we 

have been training this ability since early childhood. Using countless real world examples, this talk will 

explain not only how mental framing works, but also show how everyone can get better at it. 

 

Viktor Mayer-Schönberger is Professor of Internet Governance and Regulation at the University of 

Oxford. He is also a faculty affiliate of the Belfer Center of Science and International Affairs at Harvard 

University. He has published a dozen books, including most recently "framers" (with Kenneth Cukier 

and Francis de Vericourt), the international bestseller “Big Data” (HMH, co-authored with Kenneth 

Cukier) and the awards-winning “Delete: The Virtue of Forgetting in the Digital Age” with Princeton 

University Press. He is the author of over a hundred articles and book chapters on the governance of 

information. He is on the boards of foundations, think tanks and organizations focused on studying the 

information economy, and advises governments, businesses and NGOs on new economy and 

information society issues. 

 

Please register here. Registration is required for this complimentary event to ensure that you are 

provided with the log-in credentials for our Zoom Meeting.  You will receive the login credentials 

approximately 3 hours prior to your event, they will not be included in the automatic confirmation email 

you receive upon registration.   

 

Any questions, please contact Kristy Burns (kburns@harvardclub.com), Director of Member Events, 

Harvard Club of Boston. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Harvard Club of Austria Board 

 
 

Monika Hoffmann 

c/o viable GmbH, Burggasse 7-9/16, A-1070 Vienna 

e-mail: monika.hoffmann@viable.at 

 

Alexander Schwartz  

c c/o IST Cube Management GmbH, Am Campus 1, A-3400 Klosterneuburg 

Tel: +43 660 760 8246, e-mail: alexander.schwartz@ist-cube.com 

 

Paul Schörghofer 

c/o Frotz Riedl Rechtsanwälte, Schottengasse 10/12, A-1010 Vienna 

  

Christoph Hermann 

c/o NewsTech, Währinger Straße 2-4, A-1090 Vienna 

 e-mail: christoph.hermann@post.harvard.edu 
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